
“COLLEGE” 101

Junior Year Guide



Future Options… Which education Setting do you need to 

pursue to accomplish your goals?

Career Training Program

✘Apprenticeship Programs
     - Start Working immediately 
     - Attend class 1-2 times 
          per week in the evening.

✘ Specialty / Trade School
     - often private/for profit      
        programs. (more $$$)
     - Example: UTI/MIAT, ARC 
        Labs, Paul Mitchell School, 
        PIMA Medical Institute

✘ Workforce Program at a Two 
Year College

     - often cheaper.  Industry  
      Certification or Applied Assoc.
     - Lone Star College 

Associate Degree 

✘ Earn a 2 year Degree to go to 
workforce or complete a two 
year certification

✘ Complete the two year degree 
and then transfer to a 4 year 
University

✘ Earn credits for less than a full 
Associate Degree and transfer 
credits after a year (once you 
meet transfer requirements of 
university)

Bachelors Degree

✘ Typically completed in 4-5 
years.

✘ Select an area to specialize in 
and declare a  “Major” you 
want to earn a degree in. 



Not sure 

what 

career 

you want 

to pursue? 

Take some Career Assessments…
     1. Collegeboard – Big Future
     2. Xello – Career Exploration
     3. Youscience (Small Fee)
     
Explore Summer Programs and 
Opportunities through universities, 
private companies, etc.

Job Shadow 



1.

Do your Research

be informed.

Seek out information, don’t wait for it 

to come to you!



1. Visit the district web site:  

   www.cfisd.net – Parents/Students – Counseling

   www.cfisd.net – Parents/Students – College & Career

2. Visit Langham Creek High School website

http://bit.ly/langhamccs

3. Talk with your LCHS counselor

4. Go to college admissions websites:

Admissions, Prospective Students

5. Speak to Admission Counselors for information

College Visits and College Fairs

http://www.cfisd.net/
http://www.cfisd.net/
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Explore College and Career Options

www.collegeboard.org 

www.collegeforalltexans.COM  

www.YOUniversitytv.com

www.collegeweeklive.com

www.youscience.com

www.cappex.com 

www.petersons.com

www.scholarships4students.com

www.scoir.com

www.march2success.com

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://www.youniversitytv.com/
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.petersons.com/
http://www.scholarships4students.com/
http://www.march2success.com/


Be Prepared

focus on Academics:

Jr. class grades

Sr. Course Selection



Options to Earn College Credit

(keep in mind when selecting Senior classes)

Advanced Placement Program

● Receive college credit through AP Exam score 

● Exam score = specific credit awarded varies by college

● Rigorous curriculum; requires serious commitment

● Must meet grade criteria to take AP courses

● Sign up during your Junior Conference

Dual Credit Program 

    Info/Registration Mtg: february 21 6:00pm in LCHS Auditorium

● Earn both high school and college credit through Lone Star College Cy-Fair – grade in the 

course earns credit

● Courses taken on high school or college campus

● Must meet testing requirements to qualify 

● Accepted at most colleges/universities Across the nation!

● LSC Dual Credit REGISTRATION deadline May 3rd

● Questions see Ms. Reeder or Mrs. Poag



CLASS RANK

LCHS class of 2024
class size = 587

6 semesters (2020-2023)

 Rank GPA
Top 10% 1 – 57 6.9556 – 6.5500

1ST Quarter 1 – 145 6.9556 – 6.0698                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
2nd Quarter 147 – 293 6.0476 – 5.3023
3rd Quarter 294 - 440 5.2955 – 4.2272
4th Quarter 441 - 587 4.2250 – 



Top 10% Admissions

Automatic admission to 

Texas public institutions

•Exception : UT Austin for the 

Class of 2025 = top 6%

Must submit completed 

application prior to 

deadline set by the 

university

Apply no later than 2 

years after 

graduating from high 

school

Graduate under 

Distinguished Level of 

Achievement with 

Foundation Plus 

Endorsement Plan

Provide additional 

documents required by 

the university



What is assured admissions?

Many universities have “assured” 
admission programs that guarantee 
admission to the university, if a certain 
criteria is met. 

These charts are typically listed on 
their admission websites under 
requirements.

See University of Houston Example: 



Explore your options.



Admission Priorities Vary

Liberal Arts schools typically encourage students to 
study broadly, so they may give more weight to 
factors such as essays or demonstrated interest. 

Highly selective schools attract THOUSANDS of 
outstanding students. They typically look at “unique 
contributions” exceptional factors to make their 
decision. Look for themes on website to find priorities.

Large (public) universities may make their admission 
decision solely based on Class Rank, GPA and/or 
Test scores. 



College Considerations

Location Environment Size

Academics
Costs and 

Financial Aid
Facilities

Campus life Requirements



Make your College List… 

• School that has your major 
• May be out of your academic profile, but you have ALWAYS dreamed of attending there… 

your #1 Choice!

the 
Mid-Range

2-4 Schools 

• Like the Campus/School. Would be happy to attend.
• School that has your major
• You meet the middle 50% academic GPA and Test Scores (even if towards bottom)
• Good Match financially. 

• You KNOW you will get in 100%. 
• School has your major
• Financial Match
• Guaranteed option

the 
Foundation

1 School

the Dream
1 – 2 School

Students applying to Highly Selective Universities (any school with acceptance
 rate of less than 25%) or Programs are recommended to apply to more than 5



College Visit Info/Tips

Appointment
Admission 

Office

Department/

Major

Special 

Events

Weekend/ 

Organizations
Websites

Summer 

Programs

Department/ 

Leadership
Websites
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College Visits – CFISD Procedure

Students are allowed a total of 4 college visit days:

2 days during junior year

2 days during senior year

•Must get form from Attendance Office before 

taking a college day  

•During Visit, get official signature and return form 

to AP 

•If taking 2 college days together for travelling 

purposes, talk with AP PRIOR to college visit



LCHS College Fair 
During Lunches
Friday, 2/23/2024



2.

Prepare for college 

applications



Know What Matters Today in 

College Admission

ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT

• Grades (overall 

and in college prep)

• Strength of 

curriculum

• Admission test 

scores

EXTRA-CURRICUL

AR ENGAGEMENT

• Depth of 

commitment

• Leadership

PERSONAL 

QUALITIES

• Intellectual 

curiosity 

• Passion

• Personal 

perspective



College Admissions Terminology

Colleges and 

universities, like 

all academic 

institutions, have 

their own jargon.  

A handy 

reference sheet 

is in your Packet

• Early Decision I & II (Binding)
• Early Action
• Regular Decision

Application 
Categories

• Admit/Accepted
• Waitlist
• Gateway Programs

Decision 
Categories

• Goapplytexas
• Common App
• Coalition App
• Institution Specific App

Application
Options



Build Résumé and Get Involved

• Sample Résumé

• Continue involvement with extracurricular    

activities; assume leadership positions

• Research and apply for summer programs

• Volunteer in the community

• Begin drafting résumé for applications

• Résumé builder on Career Cruising



Prepare for Letters of 

Recommendation

● For counselor recommendations: Complete 

“Student Request for Recommendation” form 

and questionnaire 

● Request must be received 3 weeks prior to 

date needed

● Include your résumé with your request

● If using the Common Application the “school 

report” is completed by your counselor



Get A Head Start on Your College 

Applications – GET ORGANIZED this SPRING

•  If applying to a Service Academy, begin your 

application this spring.

•  Find out which essays are required on 

applications: www.applytexas.org or

www.commonapp.org or university web site

•  Compose rough draft of your college essays  

● Be yourself. Think Unique.

● Stand out

● Make sure you address the prompt

http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/


Transcripts

To order a transcript – 

•Student or guardian must request 

transcripts online at 

https://cypressfairbanksk12.scriborder.com/a

pplicationCurrent 

•Or from the Registrar’s Office at Langham 

Creek High School

Allow 2-3 days for processing

Can Order ONLINE during the Summer Break

https://cypressfairbanksk12.scriborder.com/applicationCurrent
https://cypressfairbanksk12.scriborder.com/applicationCurrent


3.

Test, Test, Test...



Do I HAVE To Test?

What do colleges use my test scores to determine?

ADMISSION
SAT and ACT Scores help to 
identify academic ability

Some schools have an  “Assured 
Admission” that guarantees 
students admission to the 
university if they meet the listed 
requirements. These are solely 
based upon:
 Class Rank/GPA & Test Scores

SCHOLARSHIPS
Many universities offer 
Academic Scholarships  based 
upon test scores. These are 
often “automatically” awarded 
if students qualify.

COLLEGE READINESS
In Texas, students must meet minimum 
scores on college entrance exams to 
prove they are prepared to be 
academically successful in the college 
classroom. 

Students can use SAT, ACT, or the TSI test 
to meet requirements.



What is Test Optional?

When SAT or ACT scores are not required 

for admissions, but CAN BE submitted.

How do I know if I should submit 
my scores?  OR Retest?
      Research: mid 50% SAT/ACT

1160 1380

MID 50%

Texas A&M University
App Download: Collegeboard College Search 

       Niche (Android)



Take College Entrance Exams

To register for SAT - www.collegeboard.org   

To register for ACT - www.actstudent.org

*Fee waivers for students on free/reduced lunch!*

Stop by Counseling Office or email 

Sonia.rodriguez3@cfisd.net 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
mailto:Sonia.rodriguez3@cfisd.net


Spring Test Dates

2024 SPRING SAT DATES

Test Date Deadline Late Deadline
(late fee)

March 6th NO Registration Required. All 
Juniors will test during the School 
day.

March 9th 2/23/2024 2/27/2024

May 4th 4/19/2024 4/23/2024

June 1st 5/17/2024 5/21/2024

2024 SPRING ACT DATES

Test Date Deadline Late Deadline
(late fee)

April 13th 3/8/2024 3/24/2023

June 8th 5/3/2024 5/19/2024

July 13th 6/7/2024 6/21/2024



SAT for ALL Juniors

Digital SAT will be given to ALL Juniors in 

CFISD on Wednesday, March 6 for FREE!

■ No need to register for test

■ students who want a Calculator will need to 

bring own or borrow from math teacher ahead of 

time. NOTE: Digital test has calculator on screen

■ Begin preparations NOW! 

■ KHAN ACADEMY – FREE PERSONAL STUDY PLAN

■ LIBRARY has new FREE ONLINE resource. 



SAT PREP: Steps to link your College Board
and Khan Academy Accounts

Step 1
Log in to or create your
Khan Academy account at 
satpractice.org

Step 2
When prompted, agree to link
your Khan Academy and
College Board accounts 

Step 3
Sign in or create your
College Board Account and hit 
“Send” to send your scores

Sign up. Link up.                           
Get practicing.



Test Prep Options

Use the online LCHS Library resource 
(FREE)
Testing & Education Resource on the library home page: 
1. Green Box: Testing & Education Reference Center (TERC)

2. Top of the Screen - Select “College Prep Tools”, then ACT
3. Log in/Create account with correct email

Download an SAT/ACT app (several free options): 
•Question of the Day
•ACTStudent
•Magoosh Study Cards
•MANY, MANY other appstore options… 

SAT Online Prep Program: www.khanacademy.com
ACT Online Prep Program - $

Bookstore: ACT Test Prep Manuals - $

Outside Prep Programs - $$$



For the College Bound Athlete
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Register with NCAA Eligibility Center 

this spring:  

www.eligibilitycenter.org

•Send SAT/ACT scores to NCAA Eligibility Center (College 

Code: 9999)

•Meet with your head coach to calculate Core GPA for 

NCAA reporting

•Send transcript to ncaa at end of junior year

•Meet with your head coach for more help

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


Financial Aid and Scholarship 

Opportunities

Please Note:  The majority of scholarship opportunities 

and financial aid are for seniors

● Raise.me

• Become familiar with the process - search and apply 

for scholarships 

● Beware of scams

● FAFSA – File in OCTOBER of senior year.

All students should complete the FAFSA 



Summary: 

Juniors need to focus on THESE MAIN TASKS

Finish Jr Year 
with a Strong 
GPA & Grades

Test, Test, 
Test…

Prepare 
Material for 

College 
Applications

Make your 
College List



QUESTIONS?


